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Drexel's Federal Group, as shown editorially in House & Garden 
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In furnishing a beautiful home it is advisable to choose every piece individually, 
so that each one makes its own special contribution to the good taste and liv- 
Su&vuUuU abiljty of yQur environmcnt . i n the past, the selection of fine individual pieces 
0Lo* was restricted to a few people, but today, thanks to Drexel, such furniture is 

within reach of even the very modest budget. 



The scope of the Drexel Collections is exceptionally large (this booklet will begin 
to show you how large!) Here are literally hundreds of interesting pieces, correct 
in style, proportion, finish and detail, and all harmonious with each other. Drexel 
research has drawn upon the 18th century styles of the Colonial South, of Old 
New England, and of France. We bring you the finest styles of a century in which furniture was 
at its best - when lines were pure, proportions graceful, decoration imaginative and versatile. 
These are the styles high in favor today - and no wonder, for today is also an era of good taste! 
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Any combination of these Drexel pieces will be correct in your home, whatever 
its type, provided only that it be a place where taste and charm hold sway. You 
need not confine yourself to one "period." You need not restrict your choice to 
pieces that are all Hepplewhite, all Duncan Phyfe or all French. Indeed your 
s will be more interesting if you mix your pieces with a confident informality. In the 18th 
century itself, styles traveled freely and mixed frequently. The post from Dover carried many a 
style from the French court to some London mansion, and the ships sailing from English Bristol to 
Colonial Boston brought many a Chippendale piece to sit beside the creations of Duncan Phyfe. 

Not only can you successfully introduce a Hepplewhite chest to a Colonial four- 
poster, but you can achieve charming effects by mixing lacquer pieces with your 
mahogany, and mahogany with your walnut. One might almost adopt the axiom 
that if a piece of furniture is good, il is good anywhere. How often this is proven, 
when, inheriting some fine old piece, we are delighted with the way it fits into our home! 

^ . / It is your furniture that will establish in your home the all-important atmosphere 

of good taste, charm, and repose. This atmosphere, once correctly achieved, will 
Cbna ' b e permanent, while the various accents that come and go like fashions in dress 

"SHoce>n/" can be given to your rooms by your draperies and accessories, and can easily be 

changed whenever you wish. From time to time you may indulge in Colonial muslins. Georgian 
chintzes, Regency stripes or French pastels — the same good furniture is correct with all of them. 

So you see that with these hundreds of harmonious Drexel pieces to 
choose from, the problem of good furnishing is no problem at all. 
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You may wish to buy all your furniture at once, 
and complete your home at a stroke. Thanks to 
Drexel's moderate prices, this is by no means 
difficult. On the other hand, you may prefer to 
begin with just a few good pieces-even before 
you have your own house, perhaps - and add 
to them as you desire. Or you may want to 
<Upc Drexel fumiture-a piece or two at a time. 



This again is very easy to do, because one can 
always be sure of finding Drexel pieces that 
will go with those already chosen. This gradual 
method of furnishing holds a zest akin to that 
of the collector of antiques, who only gradually 
assembles the pieces closest to his heart's de- 
sire. It is also an ideal way of budgeting pur- 
chases without incurring any budgeting fee. 
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We append a brief summary of the chief 18th century styles, since this has been 
found helpful by many of our customers. And we repeat - do not hesitate to mix 
them, for they have enjoyed each other's company already for two hundred years. 



'/rertn/t, ^Acvtncfa/ This term covers the 
charming chateaux furniture used in the reigns of Louis 
XV and Louis XVI. The French nobles loved to escape 
from the over-ornamental court to their own country 
houses, furnished more simply and livably. Reproduc- 
tions of these French Provincial pieces fit ideally into 
our own American homes today. They are generally 
made of walnut and beech. Louis XV pieces have gra- 
cious curves and touches of carving, Louis XVI pieces are 
rectilinear, but these styles can be harmoniously mingled. 

fjAt/i/tf/nt/ff/e Chippendale was the "Father of 
English Cabinet-making." He put personality into furni- 
ture. He eliminated the heavy notes from Queen Anne 
styles, and created new pieces of furniture brimming 
with interesting new ideas drawn from Gothic archi- 
tecture, from the French, and from the far, rediscov- 
ered Orient. The name Chippendale brings to mind 
fine serpentine chests with claw-and-ball feet, ladder- 
back chairs, beautifully carved, intricate fretwork, 
bamboo motifs, and ingenious small pieces of furniture. 

#t/l/Uet*Ai£e Hepplewhite came a little later 
than Chippendale, and is synonymous with lightness and 
grace. In ornamenting his furniture he often used classic 
motifs -the acanthus, waterleaf and swag patterns brought 
trom Greece and Italy by the Adam brothers (famous 
architects). Hepplewhite's dining room chairs are e 



chanting-with their shield-backs, their Prince of Wales' 
plumes, their sheaf-of-wheat or twining-heart designs. 

t/faevafo'tl Sheraton loved classic straight lines. 
He borrowed many ideas from Hepplewhite, but his chair- 
backs, sofa backs, cabinet tops and sideboards are gener- 
ally straight instead of curved, and Sheraton pieces some- 
times have a slightly sturdier look than Hepplewhite's. 
Much of Sheraton's work shows distinct French influence. 

■St*>ff<>nty. Regency furniture is interesting, charm- 
ing, transitional - that is, it is like a bridge between 18th 
century and Victorian furniture. Though England had a 
Prince Regent for only a few years (1811-20) the 
Regency style continued much later into the 19th century. 
It shows the influence of French Empire styles, is defin- 
itely sophisticated, and gives a piquant accent to a room, 
just as a sauce gives accent to the flavor of a dish. 

Jfttnrttn ■'%■■>//*> Meanwh.le in the American 
Colonies a fine furniture tradition was growing up. 
Many native designers were adapting and even im- 
proving upon the pieces of furniture imported from 
England, and notable among these craftsmen was 
Duncan Phyfe. He brilliantly adapted the best of the 
Empire styles to the American taste, and his lyre- 
end tables, lyre-back chairs, eagle-crowned mirrors 
and pedestal dining tables are enviable achievements. 




This is a very large collection of fine bedroom 
pieces, inspired by antiques that have been 
cherished through the generations in historic 
houses and private homes. Here are so many 
delightful examples of Colonial beds, chests 
and smaller pieces that whatever your bed 



This fine reeded poster was inspired by an anlique in Old Charleston. 
The tall, roomy Colonial chest is 86" x 21" The dresser is 44" x 21". 




Duncan Phyfe lyre-end 
dressing table, copied 
from original in Eastern 
Carolina. Top 20"x33". 





Four Seasons" bed 
(left and below.) In 
summer a low spool, in 
winter, with its posts 
added, a gracious can- 
opy bed. Or use it with 
posts and without can- 
opy, as a fine fourposter 
Double or twin sixes 



Chest with knurl-and- 
twist posts, reminiscent 
of the Old South of 
' Cone With The 
Wind." Top is 20"x43". 




Early Victorian two- 
drawer night table for 
your bedside. Or use a 
pair to flank your fine 
old sofa. 15" x 18". 





A Colonial low poster 
bed with typical Early 
American pineapples." 
In 4'1 or J'3 widths 
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room, you will find the ideal combination of 
furniture for it. (All Raleigh pieces are har- 
monious with each other — begin with a few of 
them, and add more, later!) The charm of their 
detail is matched by the beauty of their mahog- 
any and the staunchness of their construction 






Set (his graceful Duncan Phyfe bedroom against a flowery wall-paper in a sunny bedroom, add 
the grave, beautiful chest and wide drcsser-and see your room reflected in the fine Colonial mirror! 



nccticut lowboy with 
butterfly escutcheons. 
Use without mirror, as 
a desk. Top 21" x 34". 





High chest, very digni- 
fied yet not massive. A 
New England triumph of 
proportion and staunch- 
ness. Top 22" x 36". 




ation of the spools, typ- 
ical of the loving work- 
manship of the Colonial 
period Double or twin. 



Colonial fourposu r 
with beautifully t.i 
percd and reeded post' 
In 4'h or 3'3 widths 




Bed inspired by one of 
Chippendale's famous 
carved ladderbacks. 
In 4'6 or 3'3 widths 



Sheraton bedroon 
or occasional cha- 
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Men like (his Colonial 
chest because its drawers 
arc just right for shirts 
It's 21"x35", 51' high 



The impressive posts of this canopy bed are carved with acanthus leaves and sheaves of wheat Every piece is instinct with ancestral 
cs from the high Colonial chest to the dainty little table on whose prototype once stood oil lamp or candlestick 



memories 



Dainty Sheraton night 
table, with three draw- 
ers. 16" x 20". 





Vanitv inspired by an 
interesting original from 
the Old South Note the 
horse-collar 1 ' mirror 
Vanity top. is" \ -»«" 



Low, flat-topped high 
boy, ideal in a one room 
apartment or small bed 
mom I9"x34" Ml" high 



Duncan I'hvfc bed with delicate carving The low foot shoves off to 
advantage the beautiful mahogany of the headboard Double or twin 






/ 



WW 



Mr 



(wddCtytiMt 



Q 




f hM 



rine chest-on-ch 
a man's room, or to 
store away lots of clothes 
or household goods, in 
any room. Handsome in 
foyer. 21 *x36*, 58" high 





Lucky is the possessor of a fine "pineapple" poster bed. Here is one honest and mellow as good 
New England apples. Here you sec it with other dignified Colonial pieces, mingling in friendly 
fashion designs of Nev. England and the Old South. 



Graceful Queen Anne 
bench-u$e it at your 
dressing table or at 
the foot of vour bed 
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Colonial dressing table 
-or use it, without mir 
ror, as a desk l*l"x42" 



Another Chippendale chair-back inspired this delightful bed with 
its intertwining iplatt. In twin or double sizes. 



makers perfected the 
highboy. Here is a copy 
of a magnificent piece, 
74" high with many 
rooim drawers I9*x34". 



y/iere are over €0 fiiecei in 

t/,e 'MaleiaA ^rox/i 




This low Colonial poster is perfect even in a sma 
bedroom Notice the charming touches of carving 



Hepplewhite poudre, ex- 
quisitely inlaid With 
the mirror lid closed, it 
can he used as a desk 
I he top is 19" x IS" 





Exact reproduction of a fine chcst-on-chest in an historic Old Virginian home. Overy 
detail of fretwork, moulding and hardware is exact. 22" x 43", height is 72". 



motifs. The drawers are 
of various convenient 
sizes, some made spe- 
cially to take shirts 
20" x 35*. Height, 79". 





Sheraton night table 
with inlaid drawers Use 
it in living room, too. 
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Kidney dressing table, 
with charming triple 
mirror of Adam design 
Top measures 24" x 45". 



Duncan Phyfe bed with his well-known lyre motif - a true "American 
Beauty." This would form a lovely focus around which to build an 
old "Boston Bedroom" in sampler colors Double or twin sizes. 
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Drexel's Touraine Collection adapts to present-day living 
the charming 18th century French furniture in famous old 
chateaux. Touraine pieces do not need a special French 
setting. Their walnut and beech woods or their old white 
lacquers go delightfully in Colonial surroundings. In fact, 
Touraine pieces can be used equally well in very simple or 
sophisticated rooms-with pastel taffetas or sprigged percales ! 
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OLD FRENCH CHATEAU FURNITURE 
INSPIRED THIS ROMANTIC 
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Louis XVI dresser with 
beautiful, carved mir- 
ror. Top is 21" x 48". 
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Louis XV commode 
chest. 15"xl5",42" high. 

10 



Louis XV pici cabinet 
17" x 13", 3r high 
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tSOtlVtUme <SrenCft SyvillWial SJf'f(1>VOni | his charming, yet sturdy walnut and 
beech furniture is perfectly at home in an American room It has kinship with mellow American pine and maple, anc 
sprigged percales, quaint American prints. Let the bedroom above inspire one as lovely for your own home 



Louis XVI vanity, top 
19" x 48". With harmo- 
nious bench and mirror. 
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Louis XVI chest-desk 
for boudoir or living 
room 30" x 20" top. 



Louis XV bench, with 
typical, graceful curves. 




Louis XV bed with wooden headboard. This can 
also be had, upholstered. Double or twin sizes. 



Louis XVI chest with 
five drawers. 20" x 35". 



Louis XV chair with 
upholstered back. 





Small, decorative chest- 
desk of Louis XV peri- 
od, with clever drop- 
lid. 27" x 16Jf x 38". 
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frtrrruie ./icncyromti -Jsrryuen CVer/twent Ha ve a gay, colorful bedroom! 

4aybc you'll sleep sounder in it, surely you'll wake lighter-hearted! Pick these Tourainc pieces finished in honey- 
omb white lacquer, set them against dawn-rose walls, or powder blue, or willow green - then sit back and gloat! 




Suave Louis XV dresser 
with 48" x 22" top. 



11 





_5 



Commode server with 
3 drawers, for dining 
room or foyer. 37"x19" 



y/fitlfflfilG -/( 111 '/<</ ■/)(><> HI Analyse the charming room 
above, and you will find it "simply composed, easy to duplicate. The 
table is «" x 60", the sideboard 1Y x 62", the cabinet 16" x 35". 




This is the cabinet shown 
in background of scene 
above 16"x35". 70" high 




Louis XVI dining room 
chair upholstered in 
stripes of the period 





Louis XVI oval tabic, 
45"x64" opening to 100". 



Louis XVI dining room 
chair with carved hack. 
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Louis XVI buffet, 23" 
x 6?" with brasses of 
the period. 




Louis XV dining room 
arm chair, upholstered 
in fabric of the period 



Oh 




Louis XV side chair, 
upholstered in a fab 
ric design of the period. 



tf 



oom 



tear J 



Many decorators suggest that your dining room be in a different 
key from your other rooms. Why not make it a "Touraine" 
room, choosing your furniture from our "Touraine" group, and 
using with it some lovely pastel color scheme? Touraine wal- 
nut and beech pieces are lovely with soft, gay hues— ivory, lily- 
leaf green, coral, powder blue -the possibilities are infinite! 



Louis XV commode ser- 
ver for dining or living 
room. 19" x 36" top. 






Louis XV dining table 
-t2"x62", opening to 98" 



Louis XV china cabinet 
of a type that has housed 
many a priceless piece of 
Sevres and "orfevrerie." 
16" x 36". 72" high. 






Louis XV kidney table 
for living room or foyer 
But add a mirror - and 
you have an enchanting 
dressing table! 21"x50". 
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Another charming little 
desk for boudoir or 
living room. 34" x 19". 
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Louis XV sideboard, with a great deal of storage space. 21" x 62" 
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This is our thrift-priced group. Yet it con- 
tains some of the most famous and beauti- 
ful 18th century styles. And the selection is 
so wide that you'll find whatever you want. 
Have you a small dining room? Would a 
regular 68" buffet be too long for your 



Are Thebe Two of You? This 'Travis Courl Junior'' group is excellent for a small room. The interesting 
round table is copied from one in Fredericksburg, Va. It's 45" across, extending to 81". The sideboard is 54" 
long. The chairs are Duncan Phyfe and, incidentally, you'll find them perfect for use anywhere in your home 1 








Sheraton commode 
server, useful in any 
room, 18" x 30" top. 




Copy of antique buffet 
with wine cellars in 
Quincy, Mass. 66"x25". 




Federal cabinet, 16" 
deep, 37" wide, 77" high. 




Sheraton buffet with am- 
ple drawer space, 66". 




server, 21" x 42" top 
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Sheraton chair, for din- 
ing or living room. 



Oval pedestal table, 44" 
x 66", extending to 78" 
- and 102" for parties! 



' 



room f/ycu/t, t«/jzqe 
(ntA (tfd(]et-/rrice</ 



wall? Do you need a small table that can 
be made into a large table in a twinkling? 
Are you hunting for a small oval table? 
Have you an empty-looking alcove that 
needs a cabinet? Whatever your prob- 
lem, turn to this Travis Court Group! 





Another charming Sher- 
aton buffet, 68" x 24". 




A«e There Four of You' Then sit comfortably in Duncan Phyfe lyre-back chairs around a dropleaf 
table, 25" x 42", extending to 70" when you have guests to entertain (or business papers to spread out') 
And feast your eyes on the pretty china cabinet, 35" wide, 16" deep. The Sheraton sideboard is 60" long 




Chair in one of Chip- 
pendale's famous ladder- 
back designs. 



Regency table, 42" x 
62", extending capaci- 
ously to 74" and 98". 




Duncan Phyfe table, 42" 
x 62" extending to 74" 
and 98". Also 38* x 
52", extending to 64". 




Quarter circle corner 
china cabinet, curved 
doors, 21"x36", 70" high. 




Hcpplcwhitc server, 
19H" x 36" closed! 
Open, it's 39" x 36". 




Credenza with much 
storage space. 62"x21". 
Smaller size 54" x 21". 
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Sheraton corner cabinet 
15" deep and 30" wide 




\m Th« Sis or Your This Duncan Phyfc lyre-end table, ideal for six, is 42" x 62", extending to 98". The : chairs are Hepplewhi.c 
;hic1dhack S the Sheraton sideboard is 67" Ion* the cabinet with it, deep drawers for extra l.nens ,s 35 wide 16 deep 60 htgh 



Hcpplewhitc's graceful 
1 wining Heart" chair 





Sheraton commode 
server, 36" x 18" top. 



Small Sheraton buffet. 
for dinette 54" x 22". 




Duncan Phyfe lyre-end 
table, 42" x 62" extend 
ing to 74" and 98". 





Oval Regency table, 42" 
x 57", but extending at 
your will to 69" and 93". 
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Secretary -cabinet, 44" 
wide, 14" deep, 74" 
high Note the useful 
desk-compartment 



Droplcaf table, 26" x 
42", extending to 62" 




Chippendale chair 
with gothic splat 





Colonial cabinet, 35" 
wide, 19" deep, 7X"high. 



Acs Th. m. X. 10 or 1 2 or ion > Wt snow this Hue tabic set tor 10, bat it could easily accommodate more. It is 42" x 62" extending 
to 1.2 Use Chippendale chairs with it for stately effect The buffet is copied from a beautiful antique in Old New England 
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Center portion of flvc- 
in-onc table, closed 25" 
x 42". With console 
ends added, sec below. 




Hepplewhitc shield-back 

chair carved with 
Prince of Wales plumes. 




Duncan Phyfe table 
with lyre motifs, with 
raised leaves, 3X" x 59": 
fully extended 3X" x 
95". Closed, sec below. 




Duncan I'hyfe droplcaf 
table, closed 30" x 38" 



Sheraton china cabinet 
16" deep, and 35" wide. 



Fivc-in-one table, when fully extended with consoles added, it is 112" lon K 
Center portion above, with leaves raised, 42" x 71" 
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Pedestal table, 42"x62", 
extendingto74 "and 122". 





A Charm.ng D.ninc Room makes life twice as pleasant. Meals are 
more restful when served in a room of their own! Entertaining is more 
gracious when your guests move to another room for dinner, and 
leave it when the meal is over. And how easy it is to have a dining room, 
the Drexel way ! Begin with table and chairs -you'll be amazed to find 
how moderate are the prices on these delightful pieces. Then from 
time to time add buffet, cabinet, servers, until your room is complete. 



Colonial breakfront cabinet, 
44" wide, 15" deep, 77" high 




Two-pedestal table with 
Chippendale ball and 
claw feet, 42" x 62" ex- 
tending to 76" and 98". 





Regency chair, 
charming with any 
18th or 19th century 
furniture style. 




Hepplewhite chair in 
shieldback design. 



Sheraton cabinet, 35" 
wide, 16" deep, 69" high. 



Duncan Phyfe chair 
with lyre-back design 



Sheraton buffet, 60" long, 21" wide, with ample drawer space. 
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Hepplewhite "Twining 
Hcarl" chair, delicately 
carvedwithplumedcsign. 



Hepplewhite server, 36" 
x 18* closed, 36" square 
when open for cards. 




Sheraton corner cabinet, 
with interesting top, 36" 
wide, 18" deep, 78" high 



Serpentine buffet with fine brasses, 72 
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The gentlemen of Old Virginia and the gentlemen of Old 
New England made dining a fine art. For their pleasure 
American cabinetmakers produced dining room furniture 
that vied with the finest London could send over. In our 
Langley Group we have copied many of those old pieces, 
and adapted others. Our Langley pieces are worthy of 
their ancestors. We selected our mahogany with great 
care, and watched over every detail of construction. 
Langley pieces are luxuries in everything but price. 



Duncan Phyfc table, rosewood 
banded, with interesting swag 
carving on pedestals. 44"x68". 




Sheraton buffet with ad- 
roit touches of fluting 
and beading. 66" x 23". 




Regency chair with 
carved splat, upholstered 
in a design of the period. 





Sheraton china cabinet, 
37" wide, 16" deep, 72" 
high. 




Sheraton server for din- 
ing room or hall, 40"x20". 
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UktHftieu j/rtnior 

A GROUP !0R A SMALL DINING ROOM 

Oval table, with reeded center pedestal, 
42" x 60" top opening to 96". Credenza 
buffet with grille doors, Early Victorian 
chairs, and quarter circle corner cabinet 





Quarter-circle corner 
cabinet, with 13-panc 
doors commemorating 
the 13 Colonics. 38" 
wide, 21 " deep, 70" high. 



Sheraton china cabinet 
36" x 16", 72" high 




A five-in-onc table, with droplcaf center portion and two end 
consoles that can be used separately Dropleaf closed 48" x 29", 
open 48" x 77". With consoles (21" extra each end; 48" x 118". 

20 



Craccful Hepplcwhite 
server, 48" x 21" top. 
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A (,ROUI> 1 OR Till; MODERATE OR 
LARGE ROOM 

Duncan Phyfe table with acanthus carv- 
ing, 44" x 66" extending to 102". 
Sheraton credenza sideboard with silver 
drawers and cabinets, a breakfront 
cabinet with charming traceried doors, 
and Chippendale ladderback chairs. 






Hcpplcwhitc shicldhaek 
chair, finely carved. 



Sheraton server, with 
drawer and cabinets, 
36" x 19". 



Duncan Phyfe acanthus- 
carved table, 44" x 66". 






Duncan Phyfe chair 
upholstered in leather 



Serpentine Sheraton 
buffet, 23" x 6.s" top 



Hie pedestals of this eighteenth century dining tahlc are 
carved with acanthus leaves The 44 "xf.4" top extends to %". 
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We cannot show you all the 
pieces in the Langley Group, nor 
describe all the details of con- 
struction that are so important. 
But now you have seen some- 
thing of their design and of their 




_£=- 



Another fine Sheraton china cabinet with 
Creek key carving 36" x 17", height 73". 




Duncan Phyfc table for modctatc or small din 
ing room, 42" x 64", extending to 76" and 100" 








delightful proportion, and a few 
pages later we explain why 
this furniture, that would have 
been so costly only a little while 
ago, now- conies to you from 
Drexel at prices so moderate 




Regency six-legged table urbanely 
simple, 42" x 66", extending to 102". 






Regency chair with reeded back, 
harmonious with any 18th or 
1'hh century style, in dining 
room li\ing room or foyer. 



Dainty Sheraton server with two capa 
cious drawers 37" i 17", height 33" 



Sheraton credenza beautifully proportioned 
fr>r small or medium room 52" x 21 
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The new colors are the colors your grandmothers worked in neat cross- 
stitch on their samplers - colors crisp as New England mornings, young, 
ingenuous and clear. The hedroom above is composed of three such 
shades, Quaker grey, jonquil yellow and Indian red. Old, old colors', as 
new as fresh cut flowers. The room is alive with pattern, from the Olym- 
pian lyres gracing the black and gold Regency beds to the flowered wall- 
paper. But each delicate pattern blends happily with the others, and the 
room is so simply and beautifully keyed that it is a very quiet and restful one 
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A Boston bedroom with demure full-hung chintzes 
in apricot and yellow and willow green. Soft green 
walls and apricot carpet complete the setting for 
the rich mahogany of Drexel's Marlborough Group. 



by 
HOUSE 

BEAUTIFUL 

and 

DREXEL 



An American dining room with soft green walls 
and rosewood color curtains fringed and gathered 
like a ballgown. In short, a perfect setting for 
the gracious, livable Langley furniture by Dre.xel 
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(BY HOUSE BEAUTIFUL AND DREXEL) 
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Here is a room of distinguished simplicity. The blue and grey and cream colors give 
it drama plus restful charm. The furniture has subtle details that are a joy to linger on. 
Note the shaping of the front of the sideboard, the carving of the pedestals ot the 
dining table, and the swinging lines of the chairs Make this dining room your own, and 
discover how responsive it is to your mood, and how your silver, your pictures, vour 
accessories all take unto themselves in such a room, an unsuspected dignity and beauty. 
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Some day, perhaps an eminent psychologist will write a book about how much better you 
can sleep in a gay bedroom than in a dull one. This bedroom is gay. Three colors are 
woven skilfully together, the blue of the background, the coral that accents it, and the 
oyster white of the furniture. The furniture is noteworthy. You are immediately, and cor- 
rectly, aware that it is in the French style. Yet it is simple enough, sturdy enough to fit into 
the American way of life. Here is a restrained elegance that is also perfectly practical. 
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Extremely interesting developments have quietly been going on in the 
Drexel furniture factories. Some years ago Drexel analysed the truth about 
what people wanted in furniture. The conclusions were something like 
this: people didn't like machine-made furniture because it was often ill- 
designed, ill-proportioned, ill-finished. Yet most people couldn't afford 
the alternatives — antiques, or expensive hand-made reproductions that 
cost nearly as much as the antiques themselves. Wasn't there some way 
of giving people beautiful reproductions inexpensively? Yes, there might 
be, if machines could be devised that could be used as skilfully as the 
hand tools of Old World cabinet-makers, yet which performed their tasks 
in multiple fashion and with scientific precision. 

Drexel set out to obtain such machines. Sometimes they had to be 
specially invented. Often they were invented by the Drexel craftsmen 
themselves. Today, a trip through the Drexel factories is a review of 
endless little miracles of production, in which science and craftsmanship 
have joined hands. 

First there is Drexel's modern method of seasoning wood. In a neat 
little control-room are a few coils, levers, thermostats and charts. These 
control the temperature and moisture of the great kilns where every bit 
of wood used for Drexel furniture is seasoned — yes, even the wood used 
for crating it! Drexel furniture is so satisfactory in your home because in 
every square inch of the wood a proper percentage of moisture has been 
left. Such precision was impossible in the old days of natural seasoning. 

Then comes the actual cabinet-making. Here a multitude of machines 
aid the craftsmen in their tasks. Electric power lifts heavy loads for them 
and applies the precise pressure needful to ensure perfect veneering. 
Compressed air pushes the sides of drawers together as deftly as the 
most skilful hands could do it. All the tedious drudgery of sandpapering 
wood to a smooth finish is eliminated — electric power guides the sand- 
paper more diligently than could the most tireless workman, and produces 
a surface like satin. Horizontal steel plungers, electrically-driven, punch 
perfect dowel-holes — it is impossible for those holes to be anything 
but perfect ! 

Perhaps most ingenious of all are the master-carvers. These machines, 
many feet long, capable of carving 18 bed-posts at a time, are so nicely 
balanced that a child's finger could control them. They carve the lovely 
shell, waterleaf, acanthus, sheaf, and other 18th century designs as 
delicately as the master's hand of old. 

There is still much hand-work in the making of Drexel furniture. 
Most of the eighteen final operations that produce the color, depth and 
glow of the Drexel finish are performed by hand. And there are many 
operations, both hand and power, that we have not space to touch upon. 
But we hope we've given you some idea of how Drexel can bring you 
furniture as beautiful as that of the eighteenth century craftsman, at a 
fraction of the price. 
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